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the question of national self-determination. The maneuvers of the German and Austrian diplomats led the Russians to believe that the central Powers were prepared to accept the principle of peace without annexations and indemnities. At the session of January 2 (January 15, N.S.) and 5 (18, N.S.), however, Hoffmann stated forcefully that self-determination, as understood by the Germans, justified the severance from Russia of the territories held by the enemy, that is, Russian Poland, most of the Baltic provinces, and parts of Belorussia (White Russia). If Petrograd was to have peace, it was to be purchased at the price of heavy territorial sacrifices.
The prospect of a separate peace with German "imperialists" threatened to split the Bolshevik Party. The Petrograd and the Moscow party organizations demanded the suspension of the negotiations while Trotsky advanced his celebrated formula "No war—no peace." On January 7 Lenin wrote Theses on the Question of a Separate and Annexionist Peace, which, however, were not published until February 24, that is, after the German terms were accepted. He argued that "the success of socialism in Russia" required a breathing space of at least a few months. "There is no doubt that the socialist revolution in Europe must and will come. All our hopes for the final victory of socialism are based on this conviction and this scientific foresight." But there was no assurance that the revolution would come "within the next half year (or a similar shorter period)." A defensive or "just" war against the German invasion would merely serve the objectives of the Anglo-French imperialists who were supporting the opponents of peace with Germany. The issue, however, was not the choice between two brands of imperialism, but how to protect the socialist revolution in one country until revolutions broke out in other countries. Moreover, the Russian army was incapable of fighting. It was certain that the peasants would support peace at any price, and if they were forced to wage war they would overthrow the Soviet government after the first defeat, within a month or, more likely, within a week. Immediate peace on any terms was the only way to save the revolution.
This pronouncement precipitated a new crisis. At a conference of Bolshevik leaders held in Petrograd on January 8 only 15 of the 63 participants voted for immediate peace; 32 voted for a "revolutionary" war, and 16 for Trotsky's formula. The "no war—no peace" policy was approved 9 to 7 by the central committee of the Bolshevik Party

